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NO KILL REGULATIONS ON THE
BATTEN KILL FOR 2000

The State Fish and Wildlife Department has
designated the Battenkill from the state line up to
the base of Dufrense Dam a no-kill fishery
starting this spring. The regulations could be in
effect through the year 2005 though the
Commissioner has the authority to withdraw
these regulations at any time until 2005.

This is a major conservation initiative for the
Batten Kill and all those who helped in getting
these regulations enacted deserve a thank you.

While these regulations are in effect the State
will be conducting an extensive study of the
Batten Kill watershed to find out why it is that
the fishery has declined so severely over the past
decade.

A scientific panel led by fisheries biologist Ken
Cox has been assembled to do the work
necessary to identify the limiting factors that are
holding back the fishery. Ken may need
assistance from time to time (such as spawning
redd surveys) and our chapter is committed to
lending a hand. We will keep members posted
on what sort of help we can offer. One
opportunity for the upcoming season is below:

ANGLER DIARY KEEPERS WANTED
Ken Cox has angler diaries available for Batten
Kill fisherman that are interested in recording
their experiences on the stream over the course
of the season.

There will be no creel survey done on the river
this season and while angler diaries do not act as
areplacement for creel surveys the information
collected can be of value to Ken and his team.

For instance, if anglers are reporting catches of
smaller brown trout that would be a valuable
indicator that the juvenile trout missing from the
Batten Kill are starting to come back.

Those interested please call Doug Lyons at 800-
762-5767 x 5579 or email at ddclyons@aol.com.
Ken did stress that it is important that those
volunteering to maintain the diaries be as

detailed as possible. For instance, he would
advise that anglers fill out information as they
move from one stream location to another rather
than at the end of the day. He also stresses that
the diaries need to be returned to him on time.

Those that maintain diaries will have them
returned back after Ken copies the information
contained within.

Drop Doug a note if you wish to participate — he
needs mailing addresses to forward to Ken so
that they can be sent out.

BATTEN KILL RELATED PROJECTS

Our chapter is going to be active in assisting
with two projects on the river this summer. The
first is a habitat improvement project along the
Pig Farm stretch of river. A severely eroding
bank will be stabilized using bioengineering
techniques that utilize natural materials such as
root wads and trees as opposed to other less
desirable methods such as building rock walls
which do not take into consideration trout
habitat.

This project is being run by the Bennington
County Soil Conservation District and the US
Fish and Wildlife Service. Much of the material
has already been procured and will shortly be
staged at a location in Manchester. Use of heavy
equipment has been secured as a result of a
Superfund fine levied against a company in
Bennington that chose to offer time with heavy
equipment in lieu of a monetary fine. Thanks to
Shelly Stiles for tapping into this source for
getting the excavator to be used during the
project.

The time frame for this work has not yet been
established but most likely it will not take place
until August at the ecarliest (low flows are
required). We will keep you posted, as a few
hands will be needed during some phases of this
project.

The other project that the chapter will be
involved in will be the construction of bin walls
on the downstream side of the West Arlington
covered bridge. Due to heavy use there has been

a high degree of erosion in this area, which has
contributed to the sediment load entering the
river. The Chapel on the Green folks have
worked with Shelly Stiles to design a way to
correct this problem. The result will be the
construction and installation of bin walls.

Shelly has estimated that this project will be a
one-day affair. There is some heavy equipment
involved on this job and also some carpentry
work in joining the bins together (I believe there
are 6 bins in all). Any carpenters out there that
are interested in lending a hand please let us
know.

The date of this work is not yet known as Shelly
is working on permitting and other details. This
is a terrific opportunity to demonstrate to the
general public what TU is all about. Once the
work date is established we will update you.

OVER THE BORDER

The folks from the Clearwater TU Chapter are
busy themselves this spring. On April 15" there
will be a clean up of their portion of Rte 313 that
has been adopted by them. Participants will be
meeting at 9 am at the parking area just over the
border. There will be food served.

Additionally, Clearwater has procured 5,000
willows from NY DEC and they are in the
process of identifying the best locations for
planting. When this has been done and a time
has been scheduled we will advise you if you are
interested in lending a hand. Clearwater is
working with Batten Kill Conservancy / NY on
this project.

Our chapter has established an informal
relationship with the above two groups in order
to share information and resources.

THE FLY BOX

A new newsletter feature. This newsletter is a
forum for all of us to share thoughts, ideas, and
experiences. One fun idea is to share fly patterns
with one another. Thus, The Fly Box. Do you
have a pattern you would like to share and



maybe a brief story to go with it? Submit it to
the chapter PO Box and we’ll get it in the next
newsletter. I'll start out with one that won’t be
useful for a few months but is worth a try. I call
it the Ondawa Trico and it comes from coming
up with a different trico spinner pattern after
several days of fishing to good activity with poor
results on the standard black body/white poly
spent wing.

RECIPE

Hook - #22/24 straight eye wide gap

Tail — light dun microfibett splayed in a distinct
V shape, 3 x length of body

Body — muskrat

Thorax — black

Wing — pale dun poly tied spent - don’t overdue
it on the poly wings, the sparser the better

Another option is to tie as a parachute, using a
light dun poly post and light dun hackle.This
pattern worked pretty well for me on the final
morning of fishing the ‘kill this past August.

RIVER WATCHERS

Much of the focus of this chapter has been on the
Batten Kill and will likely continue to take up a
significant portion of our time and energy but as
the SOUTHWEST VERMONT Chapter of
Trout Unlimited we need not and should not
focus only on the Batten Kill but your help is
needed! Do you have a river or stream that is
near and dear to your heart and may be
threatened in some manner? Please become an
active member of the chapter. The more we do
as a group the more we can accomplish and have
something to be proud of. Remember, Trout
Unlimited is a member driven organization and
we need you to build this into a model chapter.

ORVIS DAYS 2000

On April 8th and 9th Orvis will be holding their
annual Orvis Days sidewalk sale. TU has been
given space to “spread the word” about the
chapter and upcoming activities. Assistance will
be needed in running the booth.

We will have literature to distribute and
membership sign ups. Please let us know if you
are available. Times are from 10 — 6 on
Saturday and 10 — 2 on Sunday.

HEY, THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE FUN

We have a lot of serious issues facing us as a
chapter. The challenge of bringing back the
Batten Kill is a formidable one. So far there has
been no mention in this newsletter about getting
out and enjoying ourselves.

I would like to suggest that we as a chapter have
an “evenings fishing” night once a month from
May through September.

Our chapter meetings are set up to occur on the
second Monday of every month. Why not
abbreviate the meetings for a few months and
reserve the majority of the time on that second
Monday of each month to get out and go fishing.

This is the way it could work: We meet at 6 pm
at a designated location and briefly review
upcoming events or projects for the chapter.
After this the meeting is adjourned and we split
off into pairs and go fishing.

This is a good way for new members to get to
know older members and also a good way to
sample our various rivers and streams.

May would be a great time to start this off as the
Hendrickson spinners should be out at about that
time.

Any thoughts on this?

Details to follow in the April newsletter.

FLIES FOR 2000 — CATSKILL FLY
FISHING CENTER

Interested in having a favorite fly that you have
tied displayed at the Catskill Fly Fishing Center?
This organization is accepting flies from tyers all
year long. Here are the details:

To take your place in history and join some of
the world’s greatest fly tyers, simply send your
fly or flies to the address below (only one fly per
category) with a 3 x 5 card with the following
details and become one of the “Tyers of the Year
2000

On Front of Card: Name, Address, Pattern
Name, Category, Signature
On Back of Card: Pattern Name, Category,
Pattern Ingredients, Thread, Hook, Body,
Tail, etc.
Send to:  Catskill Fly Fishing Center and
Museum
Attn: Paul N. Dahlie
PO Box 1295
Livingston Manor, NY 12758
email: flyfish@catskill.net
website: www.cffem.org
Phone: 914-439-4810
Fax: 914-439-3387

The Center will display all flies received over the
course of the year whether you are just starting
out or tying 1,000 dozen over the course of the
winter (yes professional tyers can crank that
many out!).

WHO ARE WE?

This Newsletter continuously refers to “we”.
You may wonder who we actually is (or are?).
We are you. This is your chapter. Lets make the
most of it! If you have something to contribute
please do so.

CHAPTER EXECUTIVE TEAM

The folks who “run” the chapter are:

Bill Bullock — President
Contact — bullockb@orvis.com

Doug Lyons — Vice President
Contact — ddclyons@aol.com

Matt Glerum — Past President
Contact — GlerumM @Orvis.com

Ray Berumen — Secretary
BerumenR@Orvis .com

Pete Hetko — Director
Contact — Hetko@Capital.net

The Chapter PO Box is:

Southwest VT. Chapter Trout Unlimited
PO Box 88

Manchester Vt

05254

Please feel free to contact us with any thoughts,
ideas, suggestions, secret fish holes.....



